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Navigating the Learning from Assessment Toolkit Website

The Learning from Assessment (LFA) Toolkit is located at the following link, within Head Start’s
Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center (ECLKC): http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-
system/teaching/eecd/Assessment/Ongoing%20Assessment/Ifa.html

Welcome

The above noted link will bring you to the LFA Toolkit “Welcome” tab. Here you will find a brief
summary of the LFA Toolkit and its resources.
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Welcome to the Learning from Assessment (LFA) Toolkit

The LFA Toolkit is a collection of presentations, handouts, guided practice exercises, and descriptions of additional
resources designed to support program staff in enhancing, conducting, and interpreting child assessments. It builds upon
the assessment knowledge and expertise programs already possess, and the materials can be used selectively to desian
trainings that will meet programs’ particular needs.
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Mo matter what tools are being used to assess children in a program, the materials can expand a program's capacity to

Assessing gather and use information to identify its strengths and needs and improve outcomes for children and their learning
environments. The LFA Toolkit is NOT an assessment instrument nor is it intended to replace what pregrams are already
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Woas this page helpful?

Getting Started: Materials to assist you with developing a deeper understanding of the LFA Toolkit, how it is
organized, how it can be used with your program, and where to begin based upon your program's needs.

Presentations: Presentations for managers and teachers that discuss the importance of conducting frequent child
assessment and highlights key strategies and concepts for gaining the most from the information you collect.

Guided Practices: Exercises intended for use by managers and education coordinators in training sessions with
teachers on data collection, analysis, and planning.

Resources: Additional materials to support your use of the LFA Toolkit and ongoing child assessment activities.
MNew Materials: New resources developed by the OHS National Centers to further enhance the content of the LFA
Toolkit to ensure it addresses the current needs of programs, as well as reflects best practices and research
associated with ongoing child assessment activities. As new resources are developed, they will be introduced under
this tab prior to being added to the appropriate section of the toolkit.

So, let’s start exploring the LFA toolkit — select the "Getting Started” tab above. Enjoy!



http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/Assessment/Ongoing%20Assessment/lfa.html
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/eecd/Assessment/Ongoing%20Assessment/lfa.html

Getting Started

The “Getting Started” tab contains a more detailed introduction to the LFA toolkit, an ongoing
child assessment system profile questionnaire, and a warm-up exercise that highlights the
importance of making focused observations and documenting what you observe.
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This section contains materials to assist you with developing a deeper understanding of the LFA Toolkit, how it is
organized, how it can be used with your program, and where to begin based upon your program's needs.

» READ ME FIRST — An Introduction to the LFA Toolkit
START HERE for an overview and recommendations on how to use the LFA Toolkit.
* Ongoing Child Assessment System Profile

This tool is designed to assist you with reflecting upon your program’s ongoing child assessment system and to give
you an idea of which LFA presentation is the best place to start.

» Rectangle Exercise — Observing to Learn

This short, warm-up exercise highlights the importance of making focused observations and documenting what you
observe.
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Presentations

The “Presentations” tab contains presentations for both managers and teachers. The first
teacher presentation focuses on collecting, understanding, and using assessment information in
the classroom to inform what teachers do with children and how they communicate with others
about the children in their classrooms. This presentation introduces the assessment-instruction
cycle, which includes observation, documentation, interpretation and hypothesis setting, and
instruction. The second teacher presentation identifies multiple strategies for efficiently
documenting behavior and development over time and illustrates some of the advantages of
different techniques. Strategies discussed include: anecdotal records and forms, journals,
checklists, level of assistance records, time samples, language samples, parent information,
functional behavior assessment, photographs, videos, and work samples. The presentation also
considers how best to organize and use the products of documentation for subsequent steps,
such as interpreting the data and setting hypotheses, and using the information to improve
children’s learning.
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This component continues your orientation to the LFA toolkit. It includes presentations that discuss the importance of
conducting frequent child assessment and highlights key strategies and concepts for gaining the most from the
information you collect. There are two (2) sections: Presentations for Managers, and Presentations for Teachers. Click on
» Disabilities the titles to reveal materials for each audience.
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Guided Practices

The “Guided Practices” tab contains exercises that provide teachers the opportunity to reflect on
the strengths and weaknesses of different observational assessment techniques that can be
used in the classroom throughout the year, and provides practice in interpreting and planning
based on documented observations. Guided practices are intended for use by managers in
training sessions with small groups of teachers, although they can be adapted for larger groups
as needed. The exercises are not meant to be used as handouts, but instead as starting points
for dialogues and group conversations, so that participants can learn from one another’s
experience and expertise. Guided practices are organized by the type of documentation
technique(s) featured in each exercise. Each guided practice exercise contains an
accompanying handout and presentation.
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This component of the Toolkit contains exercises intended for use by managers and education coordinators in training
sessions with teachers. These exercises provide teachers the opportunity to reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of
varied observational assessment technigues that can be used throughout the year to build on what is learned in the
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All of the exercises have the same format and all have accompanying slide presentations and handouts.

Exercise content varies widely in terms of the type of child outcome being assessed, the documentation technique
employed, and the complexity of the exercise.

Exercises vary in length from 15 to 40 minutes.
Exercises work best with small groups but can be adapted for larger aroups.

Focusing on Child We have organized the Guided Practices by the type of documentation technique(s) featured in each exercise. If
Development there is more than one technigue explored in a particular Guided Practice, the additional techniques are noted in
parentheses next to the guided practice.
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Resources

The “Resources” tab contains suggested training sessions to introduce teachers to assessment
as well as a guided practice roadmap that identifies key elements of each guided practice
exercise (hname of exercise, domains of development, type(s) of documentation, and emphasis
for special groups — dual language learners, infant/toddler, home visiting). The tab also contains
handouts that address how to report accurate and objective information and how to compile
portfolios. Finally, the annotated bibliography contains useful sources for improving assessment
practices and for obtaining background information.
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This component of the LFA Toolkit contains suggested training sessions, handouts on objective and accurate reporting
portfolios, and an annotated bibliography highlighting sources for additional information about various aspects of
assessment as referenced in the Toolkit. You will find new resources related to the LFA Toolkit and ongoing child

» Disahilities assessment tools added to the "Additional Resources” section below.
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*The LFA Guided Practice Roadmap was developed prior to the release of the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framewerk in the Fall of
2010, Thersfore, it contains refersnces to its predecessor, the Head Start Child Outcomes Framework released in 2003. How wever, you may rnd this tool
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New Materials

The “New Materials” tab will eventually contain the additions to the LFA Toolkit that are currently
under development. Any new materials will be placed under this tab for 45 days and then will be
moved to their appropriate tab of the LFA Toolkit. Multiple guided practices will cover a range of
topics to include different age groups (infants/toddlers, preschoolers), special populations (dual
language learners, children with special needs, cultural considerations), and different types of
service provision (center based, family child care settings, home visits). The guided practices
will also relate to the areas of child development in the 2010 Head Start Child Development and
Early Learning Framework. Presentations will cover a variety of assessment topics, such as
assessing dual language learners and using photo and video technology for assessments.
Finally, the current annotated bibliography will be updated to provide the latest resources.
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